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Investment Team Bios 
 

Prabhu Palani, CFA 

Chief Investment Officer 

Prabhu is a veteran of the investment industry who brings over 20 years of investment experience with 

global investment leaders including Barclays Global Investors, Franklin Templeton Investments, and 

Mellon Capital Management. He was Managing Director and Senior Investment Strategist at Mellon 

Capital Management where he helped build the firm's quantitative equity capabilities. Previously he was 

an SVP and Portfolio Manager at Franklin Templeton Investments managing structured equity portfolios. 

He has also held fixed income portfolio management positions at BGI and NatWest Bank. He is also a 

former Trustee of the Federated City Employees Retirement System where he served on the Investment 

Committee for 6 months. He is a member of the Board of Regents of Bellarmine College Preparatory in 

San Jose and a volunteer with the City of Fremont Police Department. 

MA, Stanford 

MS, University of Delaware 

 

Brian Starr, CFA 

Head of Private Markets, Senior Investment Officer 

Brian joined the Investment Program in 2014 and currently oversees the Private Markets allocations. Prior 

to joining the City of San José, he spent three years at City and County of San Francisco, where he was an 

investment analyst and trader for the City’s $6 billion operational and surplus cash portfolio. Before 

entering the public sector, Brian worked in several investment disciplines including: investment advisory 

services, real estate private equity and investment banking. 

MBA, EDHEC Business School 

BA, University of California, Santa Barbara 

 

Jay Kwon, CFA, CAIA 

Head of Public Markets, Investment Officer 

Jay joined the Investment Program in 2014 and currently oversees the Public Markets allocations. Prior to 

joining the City of San José, he spent eleven years at Bank of New York Mellon, where he was a senior 

portfolio manager for derivatives-based risk hedging solutions. Before Bank of New York Mellon, Jay 

worked as a financial analyst from the Federal Home Loan Bank and as a research analyst for an energy 

and environmental economics firm. 

MBA, University of Oxford 

MA, California State University, East Bay 

BA, Stanford University 

 

Christina Wang, CFA 

Investment Officer 

Christina joined the Investment Program in 2018 and currently oversees the Public Equity allocations. 

Prior to joining the City of San José, she spent nine years at Progress Investment Management as a 

research analyst and portfolio manager serving institutional clients. Before Progress, Christina worked at 

Freeman Associates Investment Management as a quantitative analyst. 

MA, Middle Tennessee State University 

BA, Southwest University of Economics and Finance 

 

  



Dhinesh Ganapathiappan, CIPM 

Investment Officer 

Dhinesh joined the Investment Program in 2016 and currently oversees the Real Estate allocations. Prior 

to joining the City of San José, he spent seven years at State Street, where he was an assistant vice 

president providing performance, attribution, and portfolio analytics solutions for institutional clients. 

BA, University of California, Davis 

 

David Aung, CFA 

Senior Investment Analyst 

David joined the Investment Program in 2018 and currently oversees risk management. Prior to joining 

the City of San José, he spent six years at KKR as a principal in the global risk strategies team. Before 

KKR, David spent six years at Trust Company of the West as a vice president focused on portfolio 

analytics. 

MS, Claremont Graduate University 

BA, University of California, Los Angeles 

 

Arun Nallasivan 

Investment Analyst 

Arun joined the Investment Program in 2018 as an investment analyst. Prior to joining the City of San 

José, he spent two years as an analyst in private wealth management focused on research, fundraising, 

and client relations. 

BBA, Pace University 
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